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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  South  Shields  and  the  work  of  my 
department  during  the  year  1944. 

Again  the  report  is  much  curtailed,  but  it  contains  the  in¬ 
formation  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  a  continuity  of  essential 
statistical  records. 


There  are  certain  features  in  the  vital  statistics  which  can  be 
regarded  as  no  small  achievement  after  five  vears  of  war. 

The  death  rate  has  fallen  to  14.3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Although  the  figure  is  still  high  it  should  be  remembered  that  on 
account  of  the  large  numbers  of  young  people  being  in  the  Forces 
and  in  employment  of  national  importance  elsewhere,  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  comparatively  old.  Ac+ually  58%  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  persons  over  60  years  of  age. 


Tile  birth  rate  increased  to  22.6  per  1,000. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  51  per  1,000  was  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  for  the  County  Borough,  and  for  the  first  time  was  below 
the  average  for  the  126  large  towns  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  tuberculosis  death  rate  which  had  increased  during  the 
first  four  years  of  war  fell  to  1.14  per  1,000,  and  was  lower  than 
the  average  of  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  the  war. 

Diphtheria  caused  eight  deaths,  all  of  which  could  have  been 
prevented  hy  immunisation.  It  is  estimated  that  90%  of  all 
children  of  school  age  and  60%  of  those  under  5  years  of  age  had 
been  immunised  by  the  end  of  4944.  It  should  not  be  thought 
that  because  there  were  only  102  cases  of  diphtheria  with  eight 
deaths  that  the  risk  of  diphtheria  has  almost  ceased.  The  prob* 
ability  is,  that  as  there  are  so  many  children  now  immune  to  the 
disease  who  can  carry  the  germs  of  diphtheria  without  they  them¬ 
selves  being  affected,  those  children  who  are  not  immunised  may 
be  exposed  to  greater  risk. 

The  condition  of  some  of  the  houses  in  the  town  has  steadily 
deteriorated.  During  the  war  years  it  has  been  increasingly 
difficult  to  have  repairs  done  and,  while  the  majority  of  the  owners 
keep  their  property  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair  despite  diffi¬ 
culties,  a  few  appear  to  ignore  their  responsibilities.  I  shall  regret 
having  to  ask  the  Council  to  take  more  drastic  measures  to  have 
necessary  repairs  carried  out. 


I  have  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  my 
staff  during  the  year. 


W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  civilian  population  in  1944  was  estimated  by  the 
Kegistrar- General  at  91,040  ;  an  increase  of  approximately  5,000 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Births. 

Births  numbered  2,058,  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  22.6  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Deaths. 


There  were  1,306  deaths  ;  a  death  rate  of  14.3  per  1,000. 
The  principal  causes*  of  death  were  : — 


Ao.  of 

%of 

Deaths. 

Total. 

Heart  diseases . 

.  293 

22.4 

Cancer  . 

196 

15.0 

Tuberculosis  . 

104 

8.0 

Pneumonia  .  . 

_  50 

3.8 

Bronchitis 

.  69 

5.3 

Arterio- sclerosis,  etc . 

.  91 

7.0 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  apoplexy. 

etc. . 

.  77 

5.9 

Nephritis  . 

.  27 

2.1 

Violence  and  accidents  . 

.  54 

4.1 

Influenza  . . 

.  27 

2.1 

Prematurity  and  disease  of  early 

infancy . . 

.  49 

3.7 

*Classified  in  accordance 

with  the  rules 

contained  in  the 

Begistrar  General’s  Manual 

in  connection 

with  the  Detailed 

International  List  of  Causes  (1929  revision). 

36%  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year  occurred  in  hospitals, 
6°o  were  the  subject  of  inquests  or  were  certified  by  the  Coroner 
or  the  Town  Clerk  (air  raid  casualties),' and  5%  were  not  certified 
b}'^  medical  men,  the  Coroner  or  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  death  rate  (14.3)  is  considerably  lower  than  in  1943  (16.9), 
when  influenza  was  prevalent.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
population  is  relatively  old  owing  to  so  many  young  people  being  in 
the  Forces  or  having  been  directed  to  employment  away  from  the 
town.  Actually  58%  of  the  deaths  in  1944  were  of  persons  over 
60  years  old. 

The  birth  rate  has  risen  steadily  from  17.2  in  1940  and  1941 
to  17.8  in  1942,  19.7  in  1943  to  22.6  in  1944. 
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The  tuberculosis  death  rate  has  declined  from  1.57  in  1941  to 
1.46  in  1942,  1.31  in  1943  and  to  1.14  in  1944. 

Infant  mortahty  reached  the  record  low  rate  of  51  per  1,000 
births,  the  next  lowest  being  65  in  1938.  Since  the  war  the  rates 
-have  been  as  follows  : — 

South  Large 

Shields.  Towns. 


1939  .  66  53 

1940  .  74  61 

1941  .  92  71 

1942  .  79  59 

1943  .  75  58 

1944  .  51  52 


It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  rate  of  51  for  1944  is  the  first 
occasion  on  which  the  South  Shields  rate  has  been  below  the  average 
rate  for  the  126  County  Boroughs  and  large  towns. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  maternity  conditions,  the  rate 
being  2.8  per  1,000  total  births. 

Illegitimate  births  numbered  105,  that  is  5.1%  of  the  total 
births  during  the  year  as  compared  with  89  (4.7%)  in  1938  and 
74  (4.0%  in  1939). 

There  were  63  stiU  births  during  the  year,  equal  to  a  rate  of 
30  per  1,000  total  births  as  compared  with  85  (43  per  1,000  total 
births)  in  1938  and  67  (35  per  1,000)  in  1939. 

Cancer  caused  196  deaths  as  compared  with  174  in  1943, 
160  in  1942,  150  in  1941,  168  in  1940  and  199  in  1939. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  civilians  notified 


during  1944.  (The  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease 

is  shown 

in  brackets). 

Scarlet  fever  . 

202 

(-) 

Diphtheria . 

178 

(8) 

Dysentery  . 

2 

(-) 

Paratyphoid  fever  (B) 

1 

H 

Cerebro- spinal  fever 

9 

(1) 

Malaria  . 

13 

(-) 

Poho-encephahtis  . 

H 

Poliomyelitis . , . 

1 

(-) 

Pneumonia,  primary 

236  (50) 

Encephalitis 

lethargica  . 

2 

H 

Puerperal  p5n?exia  . 

35 

(1) 

Pneumonia, 

influenzal  . . 

13 

(5) 

Ophthalmia 

Erysipelas  . 

28 

.(-) 

neonatorum  . 

32 

(-) 

Pemphigus 

Measles . 

943 

(4) 

neonatorum  . 

8 

{-) 

Whooping  cough 

212 

(1) 
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The  corrected  numbers  after  re-diagnosis  were  : — 


Scarlet  fever  192 

Diphtheria  . 102 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  8 

Encephalitis  lethargica  1 

Pemphigus  neonatorum  7 

Measles .  816 

Whooping  cough .  198 

Others  (as  notified). 


Diphtheria  caused  8  deaths  last  year  as  compared  with  18  in 
1943,  17  in  1942,  25  in  1941,  25  in  1940,  44  in  1939  and  62  in  1938. 
All  but  one  of  the  199  deaths  from  this  disease  in  the  past  seven 
years  occurred  in  children  who  had  not  been  immunised. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Over  800 
cases  occurred  throughout  the  year,  and  there  were  four  deaths 
from  the  disease.  Scarlet  fever  was  moderately  prevalent,  but 
caused  no  deaths.  Of  the  198  cases  of  whooping  cough  reported, 
there  was  only  one  death. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Since  1938  approximately  23,000  children  have  been  immunised 
in  South  Shields.  During  1944,  1,797  children  were  immunised 
(1,342  under  5  years,  450  between  5  and  15  years,  and  5  over  15 
years).  It  is  estimated  that  nearly  90  per  cent  of  children  of 
school  age  and  about  60%  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  had 
been  immunised  by  the  end  of  1944. 

The  necessity  of  having  their  children  immunised  was  kept 
constantly  before  parents  during  the  year  by  advertisement, 
poster,  and  constant  reminder  at  the  clinics,  by  the  Health  Visitors 
and  Teachers. 

Each  child  on  attaining  its  first  birthday  received  a  birthday 
•card  from  the  Health  Department,  and  on  it  was  a  reminder  to 
the  parents.  This  method  has  proved  most  effective. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Admitted  during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  fever  74  Suspected  diphtheria  5 

Diphtheria  165  Suspected  scarlet  fever  8 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  is  a  short  statistical  summary  of  the  work  of 
the  General  Hospital  during  1944  ; — 
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General  Hospital. 


Admissions  . . 

3,180 

Discharges  . 

2,293 

Deaths  . 

439 

Operations  (a)  major 

1,148 

(6)  Minor 

570 

Maternity  Hospital. 
x4dmissions  . 

1,026 

Births  . 

894 

Dis:harges  . 

1,896 

Deaths  {a)  Infants  . 

24 

(b)  Mothers  . 

6 

No.  of  No.  of 

Patients.  attendance, 

Outpatients  . 

1,714 

26,144 

X-Rav  Dept . 

3,544 

4,753 

Electric  and  Massage . 

721 

16,919 

Dental  . 

52 

61 

Clinics. 

Pre-Natal . . 

995 

7,296 

Post-Natal  . 

585 

632 

I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  large  number 
of  outpatient  attendances.  In  this  department  the  work  is  carried 
out  under  very  difficult  and  unsatisfactory  conditions.  The 
provision  of  a  properly  equipped  outpatient  department  is  long 
overdue.  In  connection  with  the  Maternity  Hospital,  the  clinic 
attendances  numbered  7,928  or  over  50  per  session.  Here  again 
the  accommodation  is  most  unsatisfactory. 

MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY. 

At  the  Municipal  Laboratory  at  the  South  Shields  General 
Hospital,  the  following  specimens  were  examined  during  1944. 


Throat  swabs  .  1,472 

Sputa... .  1,143 

Pus  . - .  314 

Urine  (bacteriological)  .  532 

Faeces  ,,  .  105 

Pleural  and  cerebro-sjunal  fluids  .  102 

Blood .  202 

Milk  .  135 

Test  meals  .  70 

Other  .  17 


4,092 


Total 
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This  is  in  addition  to  examinations  carried  out  at  the  Deairs 
Hospital,  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  and  V.D.  Clinic,  and  to  exam¬ 
inations  of  pathological  sections. 


CANCER. 

During  1944  there  were  196  deaths  from  cancer  (89  males 
and  107  females),  The  death  rate  was  2.15  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  74  or  38%  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals.  The 
following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  disease  : — 


Buccal  cavity  . 

Oesophagus  . 

Stomach  and  duodenum 

Rectum  . 

Liver  and  biliary  passages  .. 

Pancreas  . 

Peritoneum  . 

Other  digestive  organs  . 

Respiratory  organs  . 

Uterus  . 

Other  female  genital  organs 

Breast  . . 

Male  genito -urinary  organs 

Skin  . 

Other  or  unspecified  organs 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

6 

6 

r? 

i 

7 

21 

20 

41 

10 

4 

14 

3 

12 

15 

5 

1 

6 

1 

2 

3 

13 

11 

24 

6 

4 

10 

22 

22 

5 

5 

21 

21 

8 

8 

1 

1 

2 

8 

4 

12 

Cancer  Act,  1939. — At  the  end  of  the  year  discussions  were 
lar  advanced  on  the  formation  of  a  Cancer  Scheme  to  comprise  the 
counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  North  Yorkshire  and 
Cumberland  with  their  associated  County  Boroughs. 


The  scheme  is  to  embrace  all  known  methods  of  diagnosis 
and  treatment,  and  will  include  treatment  centres  in  the  main 
liospitals,  associated  hospitals  and  clinics  together  with  a  statistical 
and  administrative  bureau. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

There  has  been  a  further  deterioration  in  the  condition  of  the 
houses  in  the  poorer  parts  of  the  Borough.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  priority  can  be  given  to  repairs  to  property  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  a  notice  from  a  Local  Authority,  there  has  been 
considerable  difficulty  in  having  repairs  effected.  Frequently 
no  attempt  is  made  to  carry  out  necessary  repairs  until  a  statutory 
notice  is  served,  and  on  a  few  occasions  not  until  actual  proceedings- 
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have  been  commenced  has  any  effort  been  made  to  improve  the 
conditions.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  those  parts  of  the 
Borough  which  have  been  scheduled  for  action  under  Part  III  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Except  for  these  difficulties,  however,  there  has  been  little 
change  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  during  1944. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to  record 
the  death  of  Mr.  William  Smith,  who  had  been  for  17  years  one  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  who  for  the  last  four  years  was  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Prior  to  being  appointed  as  a  Sanitary 
Inspector  Mr.  Smith  was  Shops  Inspector  for  15  years.  His  work 
was  of  the  highest  order.  He  was  respected  by  owners  and 
occupiers  alike.  His  personality  and  his  assiduous  and  cheerful 
application  to  his  duties  has  been  a  loss  to  the  department. 

There  were,  at  the  end  of  1944  four  sanitary  inspectors,  one 
of  whom  devotes  about  half  his  time  to  assisting  the  Food  Inspector 
at  the  Abattoir.  This  number  is  much  too  small  for  the  size  of  the 
Borough  having  regard  to  the  condition  of  a  good  deal  of  the 
property  in  those  parts  of  the  town  which  will  require  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  16,739  visits  of  inspection  to 
houses  and  premises  during  the  year  including  7,785  visits  of 
general  inspection.  487  informal  or  preliminary  and  76  statutory 
notices  were  served.  In  one  instance  proceedings  were  taken. 
The  case  was  postponed  by  the  justices  and  the  repairs  were  com¬ 
pleted  before  the  next  hearing. 

On  the  whole  the  standard  of  repairs  has  not  been  high  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  skilled  workmen  and  the  shortage  of 
materials.  This  has  thrown  a  great  deal  of  extra  work  on  the 
inspectors  in  supervision.  Structural  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  in  970  cases.  No  action  has  been  taken  regarding 
clearance  areas  during  the  year. 

The  following  tables  summarises  the  work  of  the  inspectors 
during  the  year. 

Housing  Administration,  1944. 

1 .  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) .  4,247 
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(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  7,495 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  1 , 1 46 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  form, al  notices  : — 

Number  of  dwelhng -houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  or  their  officers .  895 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices . 

{a)  By  owners  . . . . .  75 

(5)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  PAID  BY  SANITARY 

INSPECTORS. 


1 

Nature  of  Visit.  ' 

i 

W. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J. 

McVay 

J. 

Wann. 

R.  W. 

Weir. 

R. 

Filter.  I 

Total. 

1 

General  district  inspection  . ! 

968 

1,319 

1,157 

1,488 

1,634 

1,219 

7,785 

Inspection  of  repairs  to  property  ; 

151 

322 

740 

51 

127 

206 

1,597 

Interviews  and  appointments 

119 

147 

284 

68 

195 

115 

928 

Investigation  of  complaints  of 

nuisances  . ! 

161 

211 

312 

62 

188 

285 

1,219 

Special  inspections  : — 

Furnished  rooms  . 

35 

35 

Seamen’s  lodging  houses,  . ! 

79 

128 

2 

28 

237 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

22 

39 

7 

68 

Bakehouses  . 

23 

62 

3 

38 

126 

F ried  fish  shops  . 

35 

25 

62 

114 

236 

Stables  . 

14 

130 

54 

39 

237 

Rats  and  vermin,  investigations 

124 

156 

319 

139 

98 

119 

955 

Picture  Halls  . 

5 

22 

19 

22 

18 

86 

Allotments 

34 

47 

102 

183 

Air  raid  shelters  . . . 

63 

38 

58 

21 

496 

154 

830 

School  latrines  . . . 

11 

4 

36 

51 

Abattoir  . 

133 

133 

PisfDferv  . .  . 

5 

11 

16 

Yards  .  .  .  . 

98 

98 

School  milk  samples . 

28 

5 

32 

22 

57 

41 

185 

Static  water  tanks  . 

49 

46 

11 

36 

189 

10 

341 

Military  billets  . . 

10 

5 

1 

16 

Testing  drains  . 

6 

3 

1 

10 

F actories  (mechanical  power)  . 

. 

13 

19 

1 

3 

5 

1  41 

F actories  (non-mechanical 

1 

■ 

power)  . 

' 

13 

• 

13 

Overcrowding  . 

1 

3 

3 

Smoke  observations  . 

2 

5 

7 

Water  samples  . 

1 

1 

Rag  and  bone  dealer 

24 

* 

24 

Food  premises  . 

16 

. 

16 

Food  inspections  . 

2 

7 

9 

Smallpox  contacts  . 

12 

1 

10 

8 

2 

33 

Scabies  . .  ...  . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  deaths  and  removals 

7 

13 

19 

20 

19 

23 

101  ’ 

Other  cases  of  infectious  disease 

158 

161 

168 

181 

226 

224 

1,118 

Total  visits  . 

2,017 

j2,842 

3,339 

• 

2,264 

3,619 

2,658 

16,739 

[SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  ISSUED  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Nature  of  Work. 


(A)  On  Owners  : 

487  informal  notices  were 
served  in  respect  of  ; 
Houses  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  habit¬ 
ation  . 

Nuisances  caused  by — 

Choked  or  defective  drain 
Insanitary  scullery  sink 

Defective  w.c . . 

Keeping  animals  . 

Rat  and  vermin  infestation 

Accumulation  of  rubbish . 

Smoke  nuisance  . 

House  without  sufficient  san¬ 
itary  accommodation 
House  without  sufficient  ashbin 

accommodation  .  . 

House  without  sufficient  water 

supply  . _  . 

Defective  outbuildings  . 

Defective  yard  surface . 

(B)  On  occupiers  for  nuisances 

caused  by  : 

Dirty  house  . 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

Keeping  poultry  . 

Choked  drain . 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  (factory)  . 


Statutory  Notices  served  : 

(а)  On  owners . 

(б)  On  Occupiers . 


w. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J. 

McVay 

J. 

Wann. 

R.  W. 

Weir. 

• 

Total. 

22 

78 

98 

3 

20 

71 

292 

1 

18 

23 

1 

15 

13 

71 

4 

1 

1 

8 

14 

6 

2 

1 

9 

8 

26 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

2 

1 

e 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

1 

2 

14 

3 

3 

6 

8 

16 

1 

2 

6 

39 

3 

6 

9 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

. 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

25 

36 

1 

13 

76 

Apart  from  the  service  of  Formal  and  Informal  Notices  many  nuisances  are 
dealt  with  by  verbal  requests  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  occupiers  and 
owners.  Any  structural  improvements  thus  effected  are  included  in  the  table 
on  page  13. 
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STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Nature  of  Work. 


Dwelling  and  Lodging  Houses  : 

Rooms  and  cellars  closed  . 

generally  improved 

Drains  : 

provided  . 

relaid  . 

repaired  . 

chambers,  gullies,  traps  etc., 

provided  or  renewed  . 

Yards  and  Areas  : 

repaired  . . . 

W.C’S.  : 

newly  provided  (complete) 
basins,  cisterns,  etc.,  replaced 
or  repaired . 

Dustbins  : 

provided  (portable)  . 

Urinals  : 

reconstructed  . 

Wash-ups  : 

of  metal,  replaced  by  stoneware 
newly  provided  (complete) 
traps  etc.,  provided  or  repaired 

Rain-Water  Cisterns  (underground) 

fil.  ed  in  . 

Wash-houses  : 

rebuilt  or  repaired 

floors  relaid  or  repaired  . 

Outbuildings : 

rebuilt  or  repaired 

Water  Supply  : 

provided  or  renewed 

Factories,  Workshops  etc.  : 
w.c.  and  lavatory  accommo¬ 
dation  renewed  . 

Public  Houses  : 

general  improvements  . 

Cinema  : 

drain  repaired 


Total  improvements 


w. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

1 

J. 

McVay 

J. 

Warm. 

R.  W. 

Weir. 

R. 

Filter. 

Total. 

1 

1 

2 

22 

187 

171 

11 

48 

51 

490 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5 

3 

8 

2 

37 

35 

19 

13 

106 

7 

10 

6 

a 

Jmi 

3 

28 

1 

7 

12 

2 

2 

24 

2 

1 

5 

8 

1 

15 

12 

2 

2 

11 

43 

4 

28 

18 

5 

1 

3 

59 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

8 

3 

1 

13 

33 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

13 

1 

5 

8 

33 

7 

7 

7 

49 

32 

1 

2 

12 

103 

5 

2 

1 

3 

11 

1 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

44 

358 

324 

51 

71 

122 

970 
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Rodent  Control. — Apart  from  the  day  to  day  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  following  complaints  of  rat  infestation,  a 
campaign  against  rats  in  the  sewers  was  carried  out  during  the 
months  of  June  and  July.  The  Borough  was  divided  into  four- 
areas  each  containing  a  number  of  complete  and  non- communi¬ 
cating  systems.  Every  manhole  was  identified  on  a  map  and 
squads  of  men  were  detailed  to  deal  with  each  area.  In  all  1,557 
manholes  were  scheduled  for  baiting,  but  owing  to  tidal  floodings 
and  other  causes  this  number  was  reduced  to  1371.  Six  squads 
of  men  each  under  an  experienced  overseer  dealt  with  about  70 
manholes  per  day.  After  a  period  of  pre-baiting  two  treatments 
were  carried  out,  the  first  with  zinc  phosphide  with  a  sausage 
rusk  base  and  the  second  with  barium  carbonate  in  a  base  of  bread 
mash.  Thirteen  and  a  half  cwts.  of  sausage  rusk,  56  lbs.  zinc 
phosphide,  7  cwts.  stale  bread  and  150  lbs.  of  barium  carbonate 
were  used. 

The  campaign  was  carried  out  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Cleansing  Department,  and  the  total  kill  amounted  to  9,031  rats.. 
The  cost  was  £799  7s.  Id. 

Cleanliness. 

Arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  verminous  conditions 
were  carried  out  at  the  Municipal  Clinic,  first  by  the  members 
of  the  staff  of  a  first  aid  post  and  later  by  staff  specially  engaged 
for  the  purpose.  Treatment  was  carried  out  under  medical 
supervision. 

During  the  year  1,052  persons  including  702  children  attended 
for  treatment  for  scabies  and  verminous  conditions. 

There  is  a  definite  need  for  a  properly  equipped  station. 
Under  the  present  conditiojis  it  is  very  difficult  to  deal  with  elderly 
persons  particularly  those  who  live  alone  and  have  to  care  for 
themselves.  For  want  of  a  cleansing  station,  so  designated,  it 
is  impractical  to  take  proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  conversations  were  proceeding 
between  the  Health  and  Public  Assistance  Committees  on  the 
subject. 

Shops  Inspection. 

At  the  end  of  1944,  there  were  1,779  shops,  of  which  434  were 
vacant^  63  of  these  are  hcenced  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor 
to  be  consumed  off  the  premises.  42  of  the  shops  are  carried  on 
in  dwelling-houses.  There  are  12  cinemas  in  the  Borough  in  which 
young  persons  (under  18  years  of  age)  are  employed. 
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The  work  of  the  Shops  Inspector  is  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Visits  to  shops  — Weekdays  .  3,279 

Sundays . •  260 

Visits  to  premises  where  Young  Persons  (Employment) 

Act,  1938  applies  .  180 

Infringements,  first  offences  (cautioned  and  instructed)  292 

Written  intimations  .  289 

Verbal  warnings  . 3 

Copies  of  circulars  and  orders  issued  to  shopkeepers  .  240 

Interviews  and  appointments  .  259, 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  .  7 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

53  samples,  including  45  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for: 
analysis  to  the  Public  Analyst.  3  were  found  to  be  not  genuine. 
All  were  informal  samples.  Proceedings  were  not  taken  in  respect 
of  any  sample. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

There  are  eight  dairy-farms  in  the  area  of  the  County  Borough 
the  occupiers  of  three  are  producers  of  ‘‘  accredited  ”  milk. 
Licences  were  granted  to  two  dairies  to  supply  pasteurised  milk 
and  one  dealer  for  ‘‘  accredited  ”  milk,  during  the  year.  One 
unlicenced  pasteurising  plant  was  converted  into  a  modern  High 
Temperature  Short  Time  type. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a  dairyman  for  supplying  to 
a  school  five  bottles  of  dirty  milk.  A  fine  of  £10  Os.  Od.  including 
costs  was  imposed.  Proceedings  were  also  taken  against  a  dairy¬ 
man  for  supplying  a  bottle  of  milk  which  contained  a  garden  slug. 
This  case  was  dismissed. 

Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during  1944  : — 


Beasts  . 

.  5,167 

Calves  . 

.  31 

Sheep . 

.  20,339 

Goats  . 

.  103 

Pigs  . 

.  68 

Total 


25,708 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned. 


On  account  of  tuberculosis  : — 


Cows. 

Heifers. 

Bul¬ 

locks. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Whole  carcases  and 

offal  . 

Parts  and  organs  . 

14 

90 

3 

124 

6 

294 

7 

2 

23 

517 

Total  Animals 

affected  . 

104 

127 

300 

7 

- 

2 

549 

Parts  and  Organs  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis. 


Cows. 

Heifers. 

Bul¬ 

locks. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Forequarters  . 

3 

2 

' 

8 

Hindquarters  . 

2 

Heads . 

35 

49 

125 

4 

1 

Lungs  . 

79 

84 

211 

6 

Hearts 

12 

3 

21 

Livers 

15 

15 

59 

Stomachs  .  . 

9 

2 

15 

2 

Fats  and  Guts 

27 

10 

38 

2 

Thick  Skirt . 

8 

2 

18 

I 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  on  account  of 
tuberculosis  : — 


Lbs. 

Beef  .  13,098 

Offal  .  22,780 

Pigs  offal  .  77 


Total  35,955 
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Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  on  account  of  other 
conditions  and  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  was  : 


Lbs. 

Beasts  :  Beef  201 

Offal  .  11,108 

Sheep  :  Mutton  .  554 

Offal  .  543 

Pigs  :  Pork  .  100 

Offal  .  35 


Total  .  12,601 


The  details  of  meat  condemned  are  summarised  as  follows  : 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs,  i 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  . 

4,881 

28B 

i 

31 

*20,442 

68 

Number  inspected  . 

4,881 

286 

31 

*20,442 

68 

All  diseases  except  tuber¬ 
culosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  . 

! 

i 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

.  1  13 

1 

419 

37 

! 

! 

45 

2 

8.58% 

12.98% 

.280/^ 

4.40% 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

^Vhole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
bers  inspected  af¬ 
fected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

• 

9 

14 

. 

425 

90 

2 

8.89% 

36.36% 

2.94% 

* 


Including  103  goats. 
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During  1943,  some  misgiving  was  expressed  regarding  the 
number  of  animals,  particularly  cows,  which  were  affected  with 
tuberculosis.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  'Government 
Department  concerned.  It  is  significant  that  while  971  cows 
were  sent  to  the  abattoir  for  slaughter  in  1943,  only  286  were  sent 
in  1944.  Nevertheless  the  percentage  of  carcases  affected  fell 
from  48.8^0  1943  to  36.3 °o  hi  1944.  In  animals  other  than 

cows  the  percentage  fell  from  10.0%  to  8.9^0* 

One  case  of  an  unlicenced  person  slaughtering  a  sheep  was 
brought  before  the  Magistrates.  The  defendant  was  fined 
£1  Os.  Od.,  and  £2  2  s.  Od.,  costs. 

Food  condemned  outside  the  abattoir  amounted  to  43,061  lbs. 
together  with  12,083  tins,  bottles  and  packets  of  various  food¬ 
stuffs,  5,972  individual  articles  of  food,  and  783  gallons  of  liquid 
milk. 

Apart  from  his  duties  at  the  Abattoir  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Inspector  paid  1,835  visits  to  premises  under  his  supervision  during 
the  vear. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  was  a  substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases 
of  Venereal  Disease  dealt  with.  The  total  number  of  new  cases 
compared  favourably  with  many  of  the  pre-war  years. 

On  account  of  the  increased  number  of  attendances  among 
women  patients  and  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  clinic  open 
longer  hours,  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  an  additional  nurse, 
at  the  V.D.  Clinic.  Nurse  Chater  resigned  in  September,  1944 
her  place  being  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Nurse  Ridley. 


The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
South  Shields  Clinic  for  the  first  time  during  each  of  the  past  ten 
years. 


1935  1936'l937 

1938 

1939 

1  1  1 

1940  1941  1942,1943 

I  1  1 

1944 

Syphilis  . 

144  128 

133 

153 

149 

135 

166 

237 

255 

205 

Soft  Chancre  . 

10  20 

13 

28 

16 

17 

22 

18 

14 

4 

Gonorrhoea  . 

281  276 

313 

290 

203 

245 

279 

234 

266 

237 

Total  venereal  cases . 

435  424 

459 

471 

368 

397 

467 

489 

535 

446 

Non -Venereal  cases  . 

241  269 

276 

345 

301 

280 

379 

344 

446 

446 

Grand  Total*  . 

676  693 

.  735 

816 

669 

677 

846 

833 

981 

892 

*Including  the  undermentioned  numbers  of  Service  patients: — 

1939 .  1940 .  3  1941  .  39 

1942 .  60  1943 .  56  1944 .  31 
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The  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  include  the  following 
numbers  of  patients  who  were  known  to  have  had  treatment  for 
the  same  infection  at  other  centres  in  Service  Hospitals  or  by 
general  practitioners  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Circular  2226  : — 


«  1  1  1 

1935  1936,1937  1938 

?  i  1 

!  1  ■  ! 

1939  1940  1941  1942 

1 

1 

1943  1944 

1 

Syphilis  . 

Soft  Chancre  . 

Gonorrhoea  . 

49 

59 

3 

26 

54  62 

5  6 

43  27 

55 

3 

31 

53 

1 

24 

62 

1 

32 

102 

2 

23 

98'  66 

9: 

is;  7 

Total  venereal  cases 
Non -Venereal  or 

undiagnosed  . 

64 

88 

1 

102  95 

1 

8  6 

89 

18 

78 

22 

95 

12 

127 

15 

115  73 

13 

Grand  Total  . 

64l  89 

! 

110  101 

107 

100 

107  142 

1 

128  73 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  South  Shields 
clinic  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year. 

Residents. 

Non-residents. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

1935 

'  18,990 

2,834 

21,824 

16,771 

5,053 

1936 

19,823 

2,772 

22,595 

17,694 

4,901 

1937 

21,188 

3,773 

24,961 

18,581 

6,380 

1938 

21,035 

3,480 

24,515 

17,635 

6,980 

1939 

14,995 

2,130 

17,125 

11,102 

6,023 

1940 

11,475 

2,341 

13,816 

8,213 

5,603 

1941 

9,559 

2,695 

12,254 

7,930 

4,324 

1942 

10,507 

2,007 

12,514 

7,824 

4,690 

1943 

13,674 

2,687 

16,361 

9,192 

7,169 

1944 

14,674 

2,878' 

17,552 

9,021 

8.531 

Total  cases  treated  at  the  South  Shields  clinic  during  1944, 
including  cases  who  had  continued  treatment  from  1943  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis  . 

338 

211 

049 

Soft  chancre  . 

9 

9 

Gonorrhoea  . 

Non- venereal 

237 

149 

00 

diseases  . . 

424 

100 

524 

20 


Disposal  of  Cases. 


Syphilis. 

Sol 

Chan 

’t 

ere. 

Gonorrhoea. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Ceased  attendance  : 

{a)  Before  completion  of 
treatment  . 

9 

28 

2 

20 

42 

(6)  After  completion  of 
treatment,  but  before 
final  tests  of  cure 

1 

1 

4 

Transferred  to  other  centres 
or  to  private  practitioners 

140 

21 

4 

.81 

16 

Dischar  ged  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final  tests 
of  cure  . 

22 

12 

1 

. 

108 

30 

Under  treatment  on  31st 
Dec.,  1944  . 

166 

150 

2 

2 

57 

In  addition  99  South  Shields  patients  were  known  to  have  been 
treated  at  five  other  centres.  They  made  1,026  attendances. 


Laboratory  Examinations. 

At  South  Shields  clinic  29  for  spirochaetes,  and 
gonococci. 


At  other  approved  laboratories  : — - 

Wassermann  reactions  . 

Kahn  reactions 

G.F.T . . . 

C.S.F.  general  . 

Microscopic  . 


2,014 

17 

51 

7 

6 


771  for 


Regulation  33B. 

Contacts  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 

period  1st  January,  1944  to  31st  December,  1944  : 

^  M.  F. 

(1)  Total  number  in  respect  of  whom  Form  1  was 

received .  1 

(2)  Number  of  cases  in  (1)  in  which  attempts  were 
made  outside  the  scope  ol  the  Regulation  to 
pursuade  the  contact  to  be  examined  before 
the  latter  had  been  named  on  a  second  Form  1 : 

Contacts  found . 

Contacts  examined . 


30 

13 

10 
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(3)  Number  of  those  in  (1)  in  respect  of  whom  two 

or  more  forms  1  were  received  .  2* 

(4)  Number  of  those  in  (3)  who  were  : — 

{a)  found  .  2 

(6)  examined  after  persuasion  . 

(c)  served  with  Form  2  2 

{d)  examined  after  service  of  Form  2  2 

(e)  prosecuted  for  failure  : — 

(i)  to  attend  for,  and  submit  to,  medical 

examination  .  Nil. 

(ii)  to  submit  to  and  continue  treatment .  Nil. 


*One  named  four  times. 

One  disappeared  before  service  of  Form  2. 

The  administration  of  Regulation  33B.  is  handicapped  by 
the  reluctance  of  patients  to  divulge  the  source  of  infection  and 
by  giving  incomplete  and  occasionally  misleadmg  information. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Clinic  during  the  year.  The  Health  Committee  decided  to  take 
•  action  in  respect  of  two  patients  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  but  before  an  Order  was  obtained  from  the 
Court,  both  patients  were  admitted  to  the  General  Hospital.  No 
action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Special  Housing  Scheme. — 52  houses  allocated  to  tuberculous 
families  were  almost  continuously  occupied  during  the  year. 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  South  Shields  residents  on  the  tuberculosis  noti¬ 


fication  register  on  1st  January,  1944  . , .  1,009 

Cases  notified  during  1944  292 

Non-notified  fatal  cases .  8 

Notified  posthumously  .  3 


Cases  re-admitted  to  register  (returned  from  other  dis¬ 
tricts)  . . 


1,312 
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Cases  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  or  other  disease  .  108 


Left  the  town  . 

Two  years  untraced . 

Three  years  free  (non-pulmonary) .  53 

Five  years  free  (pulmonary)  .  31 


Wrong  diagnosis  or  notification  withdrawn .  5 

197 


Number  of  cases  on  register  at  end  of  1944  .  1,1 15 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary  . 

.  476 

290 

766 

Non-Pulmonary  . 

.  156 

193 

349 

632 

483 

1115 

Thus  there  were  106  more  cases  on  the  register  on  the  31st 
December  than  on  the  1st  January,  1944. 

Of  the  292  cases  notified  there  were  : — 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Pulmonary  .  140  70  210 

Non-Pulmonary  .  30  52  82 


The  cases  notified  during  the  year  include  31  ex-service 
patients,  16  merchant  navy  cases  and  9  evacuees  to  South  Shields, 
from  other  areas. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  ‘‘  new  cases  ”  (in¬ 
cluding  the  11  un-notified)  classified  according  to  age. 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 


Age  Group. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  . 

.  1 

1 

1 

1 — 5  years  . 

7 

a 

6 

5 

5 — 10  years . 

.  8 

8 

11 

•  12 

10 — 15  years . 

.  5 

o 

9 

4 

15—20  years . 

.  9 

18 

5 

12 

20 — 25  years  . 

. . .  24 

17 

4 

6 

25 — 35  vears . 

.  30 

10 

5 

35 — 45  vears . 

.  18 

12 

O 

45 — 55  vears . 

.  27 

1 

5 

55 — 65  vears . 

. 15 

4 

Over  65  years  . 

1 

TvJal  . 

.  144 

75 

1 

oi 

53 

These  figures  include  9  Arabs — 5  males  and  4  females. 
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The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascer¬ 
tained  during  the  last  10  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Notified  : — 

Pulmonary 

155 

192 

139 

148 

146 

205 

194 

176 

190 

210 

Non-Pulmonary . 

98 

84 

106 

91 

83 

77 

78 

95 

87 

82 

Not  Notified  : — 

Pulmonary  . 

8 

12 

9 

7 

9 

11 

10 

9 

7 

9 

Non-Pulmonary . 

16 

13 

13 

10 

3 

4 

7 

5 

5 

2 

Total  . 

277 

301 

267 

256 

241 

297 

289 

285 

289 

303 

Attack-rate  . 

2.47 

2.70 

2.41 

2.32 

2.25 

2.98 

3.13 

3.19 

3.35 

3.33 

Casee  per  100  deaths 

172 

249 

188 

211 

209 

215 

198 

218 

256 

291 

Mortality. 

Tuberculosis  caused  104  deaths  during  1944  (88  pulmonary 
and  16  non-pulmonary).  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  1.14  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 


The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during 
the  past  ten  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Pulmonarv  . 

1.06 

.37 

0.85 

.23 

1.04 

.24 

0.84 

.25 

0.87 

.21 

1.17 

.21 

1.30 

.27 

1.15 

.31 

1.07 

.24 

0.97 

0.17 

Non-Pulmonary . 

Treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  Residential  Institutional  Treatment. 


The  following  table  shows  the  patients  admitted  to  various 
residential  institutions  during  1944  : — 


Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium .  79 

Stanhope  Sanatorium  .  7 

Poole  Sanatorium  . , .  63 

Other  sanatoria  .  9 

Ingham  Infirmary  .  101 

General  Hospital  .  143 


The  average  daily  number  of  patients  in  hospitals  and  san¬ 
atoria  was  141.  The  waiting  list  for  admission  was  invariably 
small ;  on  the  average  less  than  one  patient  and  never  more  than 
2  patients. 
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Treatment  at  the  Municipal  Chest  Clinic. 

New  cases  seen  by  the  clinical  Medical  Officer .  877 

No.  of  examinations .  9,004 

No.  of  contacts  examined*  .  594 

No.  of  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors .  4,136 

*  (5.2%  of  the  contacts  examined  proved  to  be 
tuberculous). 

X-Ray  examinations — screen  .  4,411 

X-Ray  films  .  918 

Tomograms . (patients)  67 

Tuberculin  tests  .  144 

Blood  sedimentation  rate  .  643 

Sputum  tests  .  992 

Pneumo-thorax  treatment  (at  the  Clinic  and  Cleadon  Park 
Sanatorium). 

No.  of  patients  treated  .  .  110 

Refills  .  1,803 

New  inductions  .  36 

Surgical  treatment  (at  Shotley  Bridge  Emergency  Hospital 
and  Poole  Sanatorium). 

Inductions  .  20 

Division  of  adhesions  .  67 

Phrenic  crush  . J .  12 

Extra  pleural  pneumo -thorax  • .  3 

Thoracolysis  and  Thoracoplasty  .  23 


Dental  and  ultra  violet  ray  treatment  was  continued  at  the 
chest  clinic. 

Tuberculosis  Allowances. 

There  were  110  applications  for  allowances  under  the  Ministry 
of  Health  memorandum  266T.  £8,934  was  paid  to  the  patients 

or  their  representatives. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  attempts  were  being  made 
to  evolve  a  scheme  whereby  those  chronic  cases  who  were  not 
entitled  to  the  allowances  under  the  terms  of  the  Circular  could 
be  paid  an  allowance  at  the  tuberculosis  clinic  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births.^ — ^The  number  of  births  reported  to 
the  Health  Department  was  2,180.  Of  these  2,165  were  notified 
by  midwives  and  15  by  the  Registrars:  This  total  includes  168 
births  in  the  General  Hospital  and  other  maternity  homes  among 
non-residents  of  the  Borough,  but  is  exclusive  of  77  stillbirths. 
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Infant  Mortality. — There  were  104  deaths  among  infants 
under  one  year,  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  51  per  1,000  births. 
The  neo-natal  deaths  numbered  47,  or  23  per  1,000  births.  There 
were  7  deaths  among  illegitimate  children,  or  a  rate  of  72  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births. 


The  Care  of  Premature  Infants. — The  weight  of  all  infants 
is  noted  on  the  notification  cards.  Babies  who  are  5J  lbs.  or  less 
in  weight  are  sent  to  hospital  where  conditions  as  near  the  Ministry’s 
recommendations  as  present  circumstances  permit,  are  available. 
When  the  proposed  extensions  to  the  Maternity  Hospital  are  being 
considered,  five  special  cubicles  for  these  babies  should  be  provided. 
Undex  present  housing  conditions,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult 
to  provide  the  necessary  facilities  for  nursing  premature  babies 
in  their  own  homes. 

The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. — Towards  the  end  of  1944, 
discussions  were  taking  place  between  the  Maternit}^  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  and  the  Jarrow  Deanery  Moral  Welfare  Assoc¬ 
iation  on  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  and  their  mothers.  A 
scheme  on  the  lines  of  the  suggestions  made  in  the  Ministry’s 
Circular  No.  2,866  was  adopted,  and  put  into  operation  early  in 
1945. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  six  deaths  ascribed  to  preg¬ 
nancy.  In  addition  three  mothers  died  from  conditions  not 
directly  due  to  pregnancy.  The  maternal  death  rate  was  2.8  per 
1,000  births  as  compared  with  1.9.  for  England  and  Wales. 

Midwifery. — 22  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  : 
of  these  18  were  municipal  midwives,  including  one  under  the 
Emergency  Order.  In  addition  there  were  26  midwives  in  the 
General  Hospital. 

The  Council’s  domiciliary  midwives  attended  1,244  confine¬ 
ments  and  704  patients  who  were  discharged  from  hospital  before 
the  14th  day.  The  total  number  of  visits  they  paid  during  the 
day  was  32,186  and  1,061  night  visits.  20  reports  were  made  to 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  notifying  suspension  on  account  of 
infectious  disease  or  changes  in  address,  etc.  565  notifications 
were  received  from  midwives  at  the  Health  Department  during 
the  year,  and  the  assistance  of  a  doctor  was  called  in  360  cases. 

905  confinements  occurred  in  the  General  Hospital  and  114  in 
other  hospitals  and  a  nursing  home  in  the  town.  In  addition  43 
patients  w^ere  sent  to  the  Emergency  Maternity  Hospital  at  Hard¬ 
wick  Hall  (including  11  London  evacuees). 


26 


Pnerperal  Pyrexia. — 35  cases  were  notified  ;  of  these  27  were 
treated  in  hospital  and  8  in  their  own  homes.  Five  of  the  latter 
were  attended  by  nurses  of  the  District  Nursing  Association. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 32  cases  were  notified.  Of  these, 
30  had  no  impairment  of  vision.  One  died  from  another  cause, 
and  one  was  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  23  of  the 
cases  received  hospital  treatment.  In  addition  13  cases  of  dis¬ 
charging  eyes  other  than  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified 
by  mid  wives. 


Pemphigus  Neonatorum. — 7  cases  were  notified.  Of  these, 
4  were  treated  in  hospital  and  three  were  treated  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association. 

Child  Life  Protection. — The  names  of  seven  children  were  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  They  were  accommodated 
in  five  separate  households. 

Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act. — 20  children  were 
reported  under  this  Act,  19  by  two  adoption  societies  and  one  as  a 
transfer  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  another  area.  13  of 
the  children  left  the  town  and  medical  officers  of  health  of  the 
welfare  areas  concerned  were  informed  of  the  change  of  address. 
Seven  children  were  under  supervision  by  the  Health  Visitors 
(Child  Protection  Visitors)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Pre-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. — 357  child  welfare  clinic 
sessions  were  held  during  1944.  There  were  4,356  names  of 
children  on  the  register.  These  made  45,413  attendances.  200 
pre-natal  clinics  were  held.  906  expectant  mothers  made  3,169 
visits.  Dental  and  ultra-violet  ray  treatment  was  carried  out 
for  those  who  availed  themselves  of  it. 


Blood  Examinations. — 405  specimens  of  blood  from  expectant 
mothers  were  submitted  to  the  Wassermann  reaction.  15  of  these 
proved  to  be  positive.  The  patients  were  referred  for  appro¬ 
priate  treatment. 

War-time  Day  Nurseries. — An  additional  nursery  for  40  children 
was  opened  on  August  22nd,  1944.  The  following  is  a  statement 
of  the  work  of  both  nurseries  : — 

Ogle  Wellington 

T  errace  Terrace 

Nursery.  Nursery. 


No.  on  register  at  end  of  1943  .  47 

No.  of  new  admissions  during  1944  23  48 

No.  of  children  who  left  during  1944  25  15 

No.  on  register  at  end  of  1944  .  45  33 


1  at  9-0  a.m.  daily  at  the  Bents  Park 
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